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THE BROWN ACT PROVIDES THE PUBLIC  
WITH AN OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE PUBLIC 

COMMENTS AT ANY PUBLIC MEETING. 
 
 
 
 

THE FOLLOWING WRITTEN COMMENTS WERE 
RECEIVED IN ADVANCE OF THIS MEETING AND 
WILL BE POSTED ONTO THE CITY’S WEBSITE 
FOR PUBLIC ACCESS AND TRANSPARENCY.  

 
THE COMMENTS ATTACHED ARE SUBMITTED BY 
MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC. THE CITY DOES NOT 
CONFIRM THE VERACITY OF THE STATEMENTS 

PROVIDED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC.  
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that local support has been given.  If local city members or community have not shown significant 
support or shown they value the cause, how can we as a Club expect to receive from other donors 
outside of our own community??? 

       We currently serve 83 members, and counting. 

       100% volunteers (except our one rental manager) 

       Our effort begins with your support.  It can also end without it. 

We appreciate your consideration. 

Veronica D Vasquez 

President, 
Sierra Madre Woman’s Club 
 
 



























 
 
 

                                       I SIGNED THE PETITION FOR THE REFERENDUM  
 
NOW what happens?  
 
Protect Sierra Madre had only 30 days to get the signatures of 10% of Sierra Madre voters, asking for 
an election (a referendum) to overturn the City Council's approval of the Meadows project. 1,300 
signatures (more than 10%) are now being reviewed by the County.  Although some may be 
disqualified because the signature is different from that on file or for another technicality, we are certain 
to have enough qualified signatures for a referendum. 
 
Once the official Certification is returned to the City Clerk, it will be presented to the City Council.  They 
will then have 3 options - to rescind their approval of the project, to schedule the election on the 
referendum for Nov 2024, or to call an earlier special election.  A special election is generally requested 
by the developer, who would then pay for that election.  
 
It is important to note that a vote to overturn City Council’s decision, approving The Meadows Specific 
Plan, does not make any permanent change. It does, however, stop the Meadows project that the City 
Council approved, for at least a year.  
 
New Urban West can present the same or a different housing project to the City Council a year after the 
vote.   
 
Because NUW has invested so much time and money in this project, and because they are the 
Passionists choice of developer, there is NO question that they will return in a year with a project to 
develop the parcel.  
 
But, the people will send a clear message, by voting to overturn the approval, that they want the 
developer and the City Council to be open to making changes in any project to develop the monastery 
parcel, and to consider the citizens' opinions in those changes.  
 
Property owners do have a right to do with their property whatever is allowed by our ordinances and 
State law. They are allowed to sell their property and to receive fair market value for it. But our 
regulations make sure that the rights of a property owner can NOT negatively impact the rights of other 
residents or be contrary to the policies established in our General Plan.  
 
Our ordinances include many requirements and safeguards that can prevent ANY development that 
does not conform to Sierra Madre standards. The City is able to restrict or deny any development that 
would be contrary to our General Plan policies and ordinance requirements.  
 
Our ordinances consider the impact of any development on surrounding property owners, and require 
that a rezoning must not grant a special privilege to a single property owner.  
 
 



 
 
 
 
Sierra Madre has established objective design and development standards in our zoning ordinances to 
ensure that any development, whether reviewed by our Planning Department, Planning Commission or 
City Council, will be held to the same standards that have limited overdevelopment in our City.  
 
We have protections in place - when our General Plan and Ordinances are fairly applied to EVERY 
applicant!  
 
But because in 2020, a negotiated agreement between the former City Manager and a representative 
of the Passionists in Illinois known as the “Memorandum Of Understanding” allowed a SPECIFIC PLAN 
for the Meadows Project, the Passionists were able to evade those protections in our ordinances that 
every other property owner is bound by.  And the City Council approved that Plan. 
 
Citizens of Sierra Madre were never made aware of these negotiations with the developer which took 
place during the water hookup moratorium. 
 
Citizens were not made aware of the planned MOU as it was signed at the first Council meeting it was 
presented, a few months after the moratorium was lifted - and during the Covid shutdown.   
 
The City Council, before entering into that binding agreement, never considered, or discussed with the 
Citizens, any other possible option that might allow the Passionists a fair market price for their land, 
protect the serenity of their retreats and ALSO protect the values of our General Plan. They never 
considered, or pursued with their constituents the possibility that the State and Conservation groups 
might now have funds that could help the city buy and conserve the land for the environment, the 
wildlife and the Citizens.  
 
They never considered, or discussed with the Citizens, whether the impacts of a development that they 
are required to limit under our existing ordinances, might be preferable to the special privileges they 
extended to the single landowner. Special privileges that were never presented to, or discussed with, 
the Citizens of Sierra Madre.  
 
By voting to approve the referendum to overturn the City Council's approval of the project, we citizens 
will make it clear - we do NOT think the project approved is the best plan for that parcel.  
 
We residents believe that the City Council should enforce the General Plan and Ordinances that protect 
the special nature of our town.  And, most importantly, feel that they must consider the opinions of the 
residents who love Sierra Madre, who they have promised to represent.  
 
 
 
 



December 13, 2022


Gene Goss, Mayor

City of Sierra Madre

232 W. Sierra Madre Blvd.

Sierra Madre, CA 91024


RE: Public Hearing 1. Sierra Madre Playhouse Capital Campaign Appeal and General Fund 
Overview 


Dear Mayor Goss,


At this time, I do not support awarding the Sierra Madre Playhouse funding for its much-
needed capital improvements because of the many unfunded capital needs in the City. I am 
particularly concerned about completing the Sierra Madre Public Library repairs and 
"meaningful" expansion sufficiently to build a safe, functional facility that doesn't require 
unanticipated reductions in collections and services. 


As a resident and former Library Director for the City, I believe it is inappropriate to use City 
general or restricted funding sources until the City has developed and released project 
schedules, plans, and budgets for the library and public safety facilities. Primarily, I am 
concerned that the library can maintain its current level of services and collections in the new 
building. At this time, I want the City to release the necessary planning documents for a 
successful project. (1) A floor plan with shelving units and furniture (study/computer carrels, 
comfortable reading chairs, tables with chairs, equipment, etc.) will determine how many 
people can be inside the library simultaneously using its services. (2) An indoor space sufficient 
for library programs. The concepts for outdoor program space might be attractive, but 
ultimately, it fails to meet library programming needs because it is outdoors. It may be an 
addition but not a substitution for parents with young children and older library users, who are 
more vulnerable to heat and poor air quality, to meet indoors with proper HVAC. (3) Space for 
historical archives. (4) A detailed project budget and timeline. 


I appreciate the generous grants the City received for the library building and the preliminary 
staff plans and estimate. However, it is too early to know the actual costs of completing this 
building project to meet library service needs documented in many City reports. Therefore, I 
recommend that the City decline the request from the Sierra Madre Playhouse. 


Regards,


Toni  Buckner 


Cc: City Council Members, Library Board of Trustee Members, City Manager Reynoso, City 
Librarian Regan





