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frankly, I don't think a judge or jury is going to have to look too far to figure out how that could have
happened either.
 
    We attended a seminar put on by LA Fire Justice, an Eaton fire lawyers team, which is one of
many law firms seeking redress for the victims of the fire.   One of the speakers was Erin Brockovitch
who successfully sued PG & E and is now helping with fire-related litigation.  She said that "No level
of contamination is safe".  The fact is that the EPA lowers their threshold for what constitutes safe
levels of contamination all the time as further understanding is learned about the health effects
resulting from urban fires.  As it stands, we have families that border the project with young kids.  Are
they allowed to play in their back yard?  Is it safe for them to breath in the air?  Even residents who
don't border the project will be subject to the adverse health impacts from the dust that surely will be
kicked up no matter what mitigation measures are taken.   In addition to soil testing, has anybody
taken air samples in conjunction with the disturbance of the soil that has already taken place and will
air samples be taken during the entire duration of the grading process?
 
    A few years back, Mater Dolorosa sprayed their entire field with a chemical that was so toxic it
killed every living thing on the lower 19 acres.  The once green field turned as barren as a desert.   It
took years for vegetation to grow back again.  Mater Dolorosa provided no notice to anyone about the
spraying.  When I complained to Mater Dolorosa and to the City about this, the explanation was that it
was done to kill "tumbleweeds" despite the fact that we have lived next to the property for 10 years or
so by that time and had never seen a tumbleweed on that property.  The only explanation we could
think of for why it was done was to make the property look as ugly as possible so that people wouldn't
be motivated to save it.  Shortly after it was made barren, the winds kicked up.  I sent a video to the
former City Manager, Gabe England, of dust clouds rolling off the barren land heading south toward
all the homes in that area. God only knows what chemicals people were breathing in as a result of the
toxins in the soil becoming airborne.
   
    As someone who has been in real estate for over 35 years, I wonder how Toll Brothers is going to
handle disclosures to potential buyers of the homes they intend to build.  Are they going to look into
the chemical that was sprayed on the property a number of years ago to kill all the vegetation and
disclose that to potential buyers?   Are they going to disclose the soil testing and hopefully air sample
results to potential buyers as well?
 
    Developers do what developers do.  They don't want delays and they want to maximize their profit. 
They also don't live in Sierra Madre.  Once the project is done, the developer will be long gone.  The
residents of Sierra Madre will then be left with the consequences.  But I go back to the first question. 
Why is City Staff rubber stamping every request by the developer to advance this project as quickly
as possible when it puts the health and safety of the residents at risk?   I suspect that if anyone on
the City Council lived on the border of this project or close by, and particularly if they had young
children who are more susceptible to the health consequences of these kinds of contaminants than
adults, they would feel the same way we would and, more importantly, do something about it.  You
have all been put on ample notice about the concerns.  To proceed forward despite these concerns is
reckless and irresponsible.
 
Matthew and Mahvash Bryant
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