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1.0 Introduction 
 

Government Code Section 65400 and 65700 mandate the City to prepare an annual report on 

the status of the General Plan and progress in its implementation to the Governor's Office of 

Planning and Research (OPR), and the Housing and Community Development (HCD) by April 1 

of each year.  

The General Plan Progress Report provides for the annual review of the General Plan to assess 

the level of implementation and effectiveness of the General Plan as a guide for orderly growth 

and development, preservation and conservation of open space land and natural resources, and 

the efficient expenditure of public funds. The General Plan Progress Report also provides 

information regarding the City’s progress in meeting its share of regional housing needs.  

The General Plan is the City’s official policy that guides decisions affecting future physical 

development and change within the City. The General Plan was adopted on July 14, 2015, 

contains the seven State-required Elements as follows: Circulation Element, Conservation 

Element, Housing Element, Land Use Element, Noise Element, Open Space Element, Safety and 

Seismic Safety Element.   

Each Element of the General Plan, except the Housing Element, concludes with a set of 

implementation actions and programs that are intended to carry out a policy and achieve specific 

objectives. The Housing Element combines sub-policies with implementation actions. The 

General Plan implementation actions and programs provide the basis from which to document 

General Plan progress. A list of Implementation Actions and Programs are provided in Appendix 

A of this report. 

This General Plan Progress Report summarizes the General Plan implementation progress for 

2023. Section 2.0 includes the status of General Plan Amendments. Section 3.0 presents a review 

of the implementation actions, by General Plan Element. The regional housing needs status 

update is provided under the Housing Element review in Section 3.4 of this report. 

The General Plan has been amended one time in 2023, an update to link the local hazard 

mitigation plan in the Safety Element. Consistent with Government Code Section 65400(a)(2), 

this General Plan Progress Report must be presented to the City Council for its review and 

acceptance on a regular meeting agenda. 
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2.0 General Plan Amendment Status 
 

Local governments are required to keep their General Plans current and internally consistent. 

Although General Plans must be kept current, there is no specific requirement that a local 

government update its General Plan on a particular timeline, with the exception of the Housing 

Element, which is formally required to be updated every eight years, and the Open Space 

Element, which must be updated by January 1, 2026 per Government Code 65565.5 (SB 1425). 

The procedures for the initiation of processing of requests for a General Plan amendment can be 

referred to the City Council for initiation at a public hearing prior to processing. Once initiated, the 

General Plan Amendment and related environmental document are considered by the Planning 

Commission and a recommendation is made to the City Council through resolution. The City 

Council takes final action at a public hearing. 

 

2.1 General Plan Amendment Adopted in 2023 
 

Local Hazard Mitigation Plan Link in Safety Element: On May 23, 2023, through City Council 

Resolution 23-40, the City Council approved a General Plan amendment to the Safety Element 

in response to Assembly Bill 2140 (2006). The amendment updates the language of Chapter 3 – 

Hazard Prevention of the Safety Element of the General Plan providing direction for readers to 

access the Local Hazard Mitigation Plan online. The Local Hazard Mitigation Plan for Sierra 

Madre planning area was developed in accordance with the Federal Disaster Mitigation Act of 

2000 and follows the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s 2011 Local Hazard Mitigation 

Plan guidance. In accordance with the Federal Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000, inclusion of this 

language qualifies the City for eligibility for state share of local costs that exceed 75% of total 

state eligible costs. 
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3.0 General Plan Implementation Progress 
 

The following subsections represent the progress the City has made towards implementing the 

actions of the General Plan during the 2022 reporting period. Please refer to Appendix A of this 

report for a checklist of progress by implementation action/program. The following subsections 

and Appendix A are provided consistent with the requirements of Government Code Section 

65400(a)(2)(A). 

 

3.1 Housing Element 
 

July 26, 2022: Sierra Madre’s Housing Plan has been developed in response to community and 

decision-maker input; identified housing needs, resources and constraints; and experience 

gained from implementation of the existing Housing Element. The Housing Plan sets forth goals, 

policies and programs to address the following goals: 

Goal 1: Maintain and enhance the quality of existing housing and ensure that new residential 

development is consistent with the Sierra Madre’s small-town character.  

Goal 2: Facilitate the provision of a range of housing types to meet community needs. 

Goal 3: Reduce governmental constraints on the maintenance, improvement and development of 

housing while maintaining community character.  

Goal 4: Promote equal housing opportunities for all residents, including Sierra Madre’s special 

needs populations, so that residents can reside in the housing of their choice. 

Goal 5: Promote environmental sustainability through support of existing and new development 

which minimizes reliance on natural resources. 

This final Housing Plan section presents City of Sierra Madre’s goals, policies and programs for 

the 2021-2029 period and implementation actions. Please refer to Appendix A of this report. 

 

3.2 Grants 
 

CEC CalAPP Grant: On April 25, 2023, the City Council accepted the California Energy 

Commission (CEC) California Automated Permitting Program (CalAPP) Grant awarded in the 

amount of $40,000 by CEC on March 22, 2023, to implement online solar permitting in Sierra 

Madre and to further the City’s ongoing effort to make more permits available online. CalAPP is 

intended to encourage local governments to further enhance permitting processes and accelerate 

processing and turnaround time with an automated system, particularly for residential solar 

installation permits and solar-plus-storage systems, called SolarAPP+. Developed by the National 

Renewable Energy Laboratory, SolarAPP+ is a web-based platform that local governments are 

eligible to use for residential solar installation permits. This software will streamline and 
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standardize the permitting process between jurisdictions, with the goal of more solar installations, 

while also contributing to the City's ongoing effort to make more permits available online. 

This grant was used to implement standalone SolarAPP+. As the City procures a building and 

planning permit application software, SolarAPP+ can be integrated with that software. Staff is 

conducting a pilot program prior to implementation to ensure solar building permit information is 

accurately integrated into City records. SolarAPP+ will be made fully available to the public no 

later than September 30, 2024, in accordance with California Senate Bill 379.
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City Council Ordinance and Resolutions 
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Appendix C 

Department of Housing and Community Development  

2023 Annual Housing Element Progress Tables 
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Appendix D 

State of the City Address 2023 

  













• Public Safety Town Hall Meeting – Jan 2023

• Memorandum of Understanding- Laying a foundation for 

employee retention

• CalFire - SMFD Fire Hazard and Fuel Reduction Grant

S.M.A.R.T. – Chipper & Green Waste Days

S.M.A.R.T. – Public Wildfire Education Forums

• Fire Operations with City Council

• Sidewalk CPR/EMS Community Classes

• Participated in filming of 2023 Los Angeles County 

Emergency Medical Services (EMS) Update

Public Safety
Fire Department



Community Services
Parks, Recreation, Special Events for Youth, Families & Seniors



Jun-Aug

Movies & Concerts
Family Movie Fridays ~ 250

Summer Concerts in the Park ~ 600

Jan-Feb

July

YMCA Partnership

4th of July Parade

YMCA partnership with the 

City for Community 

Recreation & Aquatic Center

Pre Parade Community Picnic 

Hometown Parade

Mar

Jun

Aug

Town Hall

Community Yard Sale

Dodger Game Night 

Community Services & 

Public Library joint Town 

Hall Meeting

Coordinated with the Senior 

Community Commission

Sold out for vendor spaces

The return of Family 

Excursions through 

Community Services 

Apr

Bike & Wellness Fair

Improved Senior Meals

65+ bike participants

15 community vendors & 

agencies

Coming soon, new and 

improved services for the 

YWCA Congregate Meal 

Program

May

Mt. Wilson Trail Race

Monthly Senior Programs

Exceeded previous years’ 

numbers with 307 runners

Rebranding Senior Services 

with monthly programs, 

themed activities, and the 

return of Senior Excursions.  

Community Services
Parks, Recreation, Special Events for Youth, Families & Seniors



Planning & Community Preservation

Electronic Plan Review

Key Benefits:

•Faster Turnaround

•Increased Customer Service

•Transparency

LOOKING FORWARD

Streamline Solar Permitting Process

California Automated Permit 

Processing (CalAPP) Program

•$40,000 Grant funded by California 

Energy Commission

•Assists local governments with 

establishing online, automated solar 

permitting process



City of Sierra Madre Employees - 2023

Headcount 

Jan 1 2023

Headcount 

Sep 30 2023

Total 

Separations

Jan - Sep 

Turnover

109 113 24 21.62%

Human Resources
• Recruitment of Police Chief

• Recruitment of Public Works Director

• Completed negotiations with Firefighters’ Association

• Completed negotiations with Classified Employees’ Unions

• In progress: Police Association negotiations

Information Technology
• Rebuilt entire City network

• Segment City yard network- SCADA

• Virtualization of Library server

• Improved Wi-Fi security and range

Finance
• GFOA Certificate of Achievement for Excellence

• Budget award from GFOA

• Town hall meetings

• Additional prepayment towards the City’s pension 

Unfunded Actuarial Liability

Administration
Information Technology, Finance, Human Resources

Recruitments (Jan 1 - Current)

8 

6 

4 

2 

0 



Public Works
Utility

NEW WATER MAIN INSTALLED (LINEAR FEET)

MAIN LEAK REPAIRS

5,800

297

INCREASED STATIC WATER TABLE (FEET)

TOTAL AMI CUSTOMERS

55

860

SEWER MAINTENANCE- CLEANED (FEET)

SEWER MAINTENANCE- INSPECTED 

(FEET)

100,000

20,000



Fleet

Recent Fleet Updates
• Two All-Electric Chevy Bolts 

have been added
• Two new police patrol cars 
• Contract with Tesla for 

Supercharging opportunities in 
public parking lot.

Trees

Tree Maintenance

As part of our tree maintenance efforts in 

2023, we trimmed 105 trees, planted 12 

trees, and removed 19 trees.

Public Works

Trim

77.2

%

Remov

e

14%

Plan

t

8.8%



Public Works



Public Works











Sierra Madre
The city of

THANK 
YOU Together, we 

are laying a 

foundation for 

our future.
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Appendix E 

Annual City Budget Fiscal Year 2023-2024 

Excerpt of the Planning and Community Preservation Department  

Due to the length of the full Budget Report, the document is available on City’s website at: 

https://www.sierramadreca.gov/cityhall/finances/budget 

  

https://www.sierramadreca.gov/cityhall/finances/budget
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Appendix F 

City of Sierra Madre’s 6th Cycle Housing Element Compliance Letter from California State 

Department of Housing and Community Development dated August 1, 2022. 

 



STATE OF CALIFORNIA - BUSINESS, CONSUMER SERVICES AND HOUSING AGENCY GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor 

DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
DIVISION OF HOUSING POLICY DEVELOPMENT 
2020 W. El Camino Avenue, Suite 500 
Sacramento, CA  95833 
(916) 263-2911 / FAX (916) 263-7453 
www.hcd.ca.gov  

 
 
 
August 10, 2022 
 
 
Jose Reynoso, City Manager 
City of Sierra Madre 
232 W. Sierra Madre Blvd 
Sierra Madre, CA 91024 
 
Dear Jose Reynoso: 
 
RE: City of Sierra Madre’s 6th Cycle (2021-2029) Adopted Housing Element  
 
Thank you for submitting the City of Sierra Madre’s (City) housing element adopted on 
June 6, 2022 and received for review on July 26, 2022. Pursuant to Government Code 
section 65585, subdivision (h), the California Department of Housing and Community 
Development (HCD) is reporting the results of its review. 
 
HCD is pleased to find the adopted housing element in full compliance with State 
Housing Element Law (Article 10.6 of the Gov. Code). The adopted element, including 
changes, addresses the statutory requirements described in HCD’s May 27, 2022 
review.  
 
Additionally, the City must continue timely and effective implementation of all programs 
including, but not limited to, the following: 
 

• Program 5 (Promote Accessory Dwelling Units) 
• Program 6a (Lot Consolidation Program) 
• Program 7 (Facilitate Development of Affordable Housing on Non-Vacant Sites) 
• Program 15 (Fair Housing/Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing) 

 
The City must monitor and report on the results of these and other programs through 
the annual progress report, required pursuant to Government Code section 65400. 
Please be aware, Government Code section 65585, subdivision (i) grants HCD authority 
to review any action or failure to act by a local government that it determines is 
inconsistent with an adopted housing element or housing element law. This includes 
failure to implement program actions included in the housing element. HCD may revoke 
housing element compliance if the local government’s actions do not comply with state 
law. 
 

http://www.hcd.ca.gov/


Jose Reynoso, City Manager 
Page 2 
 
 

 
HCD commends the City on its commitment to address its housing needs, including the 
successful completion of Program 6 (Housing Opportunity Sites and Rezone Program) 
through the recent adoption of the Religious Housing Overlay Zone and the new 
multifamily land use designation. These actions will allow for a variety of housing types 
and result in significant beneficial outcomes for the community.   
 
Several federal, state, and regional funding programs consider housing element 
compliance as an eligibility or ranking criteria. For example, the CalTrans Senate Bill 
(SB) 1 Sustainable Communities grant; the Strategic Growth Council and HCD’s 
Affordable Housing and Sustainable Communities programs; and HCD’s Permanent 
Local Housing Allocation consider housing element compliance and/or annual reporting 
requirements pursuant to Government Code section 65400. With a compliant housing 
element, the City meets housing element requirements for these and other funding 
sources.  
 
HCD appreciates the hard work and dedication Karen Warner, the City’s consultant, 
Vincent Gonzalez, Planning and Community Development Director and Clare Lin, 
Associate Planner, provided in preparation of the City’s housing element and looks 
forward to following the City’s progress through the annual progress report pursuant to 
Government Code section 65400. If you have any questions or need additional 
technical assistance, please contact me at Melinda.Coy@hcd.ca.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Melinda Coy 
Proactive Housing Accountability Chief 
Division of Housing Policy Development 

mailto:Melinda.Coy@hcd.ca.gov
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