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Half our city is now in a Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone. And with climate change accelerating, we know 
we are likely to face more fast-moving, wind-driven fires like the Eaton Fire—possibly sooner than we expect. 

According to CAL FIRE, fire-resistant building materials and vegetation management can make homes 40% to 
80% more likely to survive wildfire exposure. Most home losses—up to 90%—are due to wind-blown 
embers, not direct flames. That means small upgrades can make a big difference. 

Yet many of these upgrades are slowed or blocked by historic review processes. We are protecting visual details 
while putting entire neighborhoods at risk. We need the City to: 

 Remove or significantly relax historic review requirements for essential fire-hardening upgrades. 
 Minimize permitting costs and timelines for fire-related construction. 
 And publish a clear roadmap for home hardening in Sierra Madre. 

As US Forest Service research shows, wildfire resilience is community-wide. A single home that is not 
hardened can ignite nearby homes even if they are. We're all in this together. 

I respectfully ask the Council to respond to this comment directly or in a public statement. I am simply looking 
for leadership from the Council on these pressing issues. 

I've attached a PDF with some links to articles/data supporting my public comment. 

Thank you, 
 
Sander Zandbergen 

 
Sierra Madre, CA 91024 



Supplemental Handout: Bear and Wildfire Safety - Citations & Key Facts

BEAR MITIGATION

"Food-conditioned bears become aggressive and often require euthanasia. Relocation is rarely

successful."

- California Dept. of Fish & Wildlife

https://wildlife.ca.gov/Keep-Me-Wild/Bear

"Consistent hazing-loud noises, lights, motion sprinklers-can teach bears to avoid homes."

- BearWise.org

https://bearwise.org/bear-safety-tips/keep-bears-away/

Durango, CO and South Lake Tahoe have both adopted $250-500 fines and reduced bear

encounters significantly.

- Durango Bear Smart: https://bearsmartdurango.org

- South Lake Tahoe Bear Box Program: https://www.cityofslt.us/407/Bear-Box-Information

WILDFIRE & HOME HARDENING

"Homes with fire-resistant upgrades survive at 40-80% higher rates."

- CAL FIRE

https://www.fire.ca.gov/programs/communications/defensible-space-and-home-hardening/

"60-90% of homes in wildfires are destroyed by wind-blown embers, not flames."

- NFPA / Firewise USA

https://www.nfpa.org/education-and-research/wildfire/firewise-usa

"Historic review processes often delay or block upgrades needed to keep insurance and reduce fire

risk."

- California Wildfire Commission 2020 Final Report

https://opr.ca.gov/docs/20210112-WildfireCommissionFinalReport.pdf

"One non-hardened home can cause nearby homes to burn even if they are upgraded."



- USFS Researcher Jack Cohen, "Home Ignition Zone"




